Copy. 


Dear  Sir, 

Annual  Report^  1945  - Statistics . 

With  reference  to  the  above,  certain  errors  have  subsequently 
been  discovered  which  I beg  to  correct  as  under: - 

(1)  Population.  This  was  estimated  from  the  1942  Annual  Report  and 
assumed  to  remain  static  at  approximately  7,750. 


(2)  Births.  Investigation  of  the  Registers  revealed  the  following 
figures:-  Fj_  Total . 

Legitimate 49  45  94 

Illegitimate 5 1 6 

Stillborn  1 1 2 

The  figures  above  do  not  include  the  Outward  Transferable  Births 
i.e.  Leg.  12  M. , 9 F.,  IF.,  Stillbirths  or  the  Inward  Transferable 
Births  which  were  not  returned  by  my  predecessor. 


(3)  Deaths.  M.  F. 

Deaths  registered  during  1945 44.  59 

Outward  Transferable  deaths  . . 12  1 

Incoming  Transferable  Deaths  No  record  for  reasons  stated 

Tuberculosis  (deaths  from) 

Total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause.  ..  -.  4. 

- All  Pulmonary  - 
Cancer. 

No.  of  deaths  from  cancer  6 7 

No  record  of  Incoming  Deaths  from  these  causes. 


I regret  that  these  errors  in  statistics  should  have  occurred 
but  this  is  due  directly  to  the  death  of  the  late  Medical  Officer  and 
the  loss  of  records  resulting  from  this,  the  position  being  further 
aggravated  by  the  engagement  of  a temporary  Acting  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  prior  to  my  appointment. 

I trust  that  you  will  find  this  amended  Return  of  sufficient 
accuracy  in  view  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  its  compilation. 


Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  J.K. Adamson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


'The  -County  Medi  onl.  Officer]!*- off  Health 
Bounty  Ha»41 , 
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Haltwhistle  Rural  Pi  strict  Council. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Haltwhistle  Rural  District;  Council . 


H E ALTH  I 

B 3AUG4I  ' 

C.B-  34 1 


Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  a curtailed  report  of  annual 
work  and  progress  effected  in  the  Rural  District  of  Kaltwhistle 
during  the  ye  ar  ending  31st  Do  comber,  1943. 

In  common  with  many  other  Authorities  mag  or 
works  of  improvement  including  sewerage  and  water  supply,  plans 
for  which  were  formulated  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  War,  are 
unavoidably  held  in  abeyance.  Plans  upon  which  the  future 
development  of  those  parts  of  the  area  insufficiently/ inadequately 
served  by  water  supply  and  drainage  facilities  largely  depend. 

The  area  of  the  Halt whistle  Rural  District 

is  96,554  acres . 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 


of  1943  was 

£ 143 . 6s  • 3d  • 
31/  3/43.  The 


Z, 269  . 

The  som  represented  by  one  penny  rate 

The  Rateable  Value  equals  £ 3 §,488  as 
est  .population  for  1943  is  7,75117  ‘ 

Vital  Statistics. 


is 

at 


The  Death  Rate  is  14.9 per  1,000 

population  as  compared  with  11T0 per  1,000  population 

for  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis . Humber  of  cases  4 
as  compared  with  4 for  the  previous  year. 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm . Total 

M.  TV  PU  TV  PL  TV 

— . 2 • Z . . Z . Z « 

Cancer . 

M.  F.  Total 

'6 . 7 . 13. . 

as  compared  with  i for  the  previous  year. 

Births  re gi s t e re d during  1943 : - 

Males  . Female s . Total . 

Legitimate  56  53  109 

Illegitimate 5 1 6 

Stillbirths 1 z 3 

Deaths  registered  during  1943:- 

Male.s . Females . Total . 

,T  1 * 4-  p - . . s 56  60  116 

(Includes  transferable  deaths)  . 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis : - 

Pulmonary . Hon- Pulmonary . 

Males . Female s . Total . Males . Females , lotal . 

Uil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Deaths  fron  Cancer:™ 

Males . Fern al es . Tot el . 

Ip  Nil  Nil  Nil 

'As  compared  with in  1942. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  14.8  per  1000  as  compared  with  19.6  per 
1000  for  19 42-. 
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Causes  of  Peat h . 

Ac  :Po  J io -myel:  ( Polio -enceph) 

Appendicitis  

Bronchitis  . . . . * 

Cancer  (allforms)  .. 

Con:  nal : birth  in j : infant  dis: 

Biabetes  . . 

G-angreno  

Heart  Disease  , , 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory).. 
Ulcer  of  stomach,  or  duodenum  . . 
All  other  causes 
All  causes 


M. 


E . 


a 3 

6 7 


1 

18  22 

3 2 


Housing . 

Humber  of  houses  inhabited  at  end  of  1943:-  2,269 

Humber  of  new  houses  built  in  1943:-  — Hii — ‘ 

Work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  reconditioning 
of  property  under  tne  Housing  Acts  has  been  largely  discontinued 
except  when  works  of  repair  were  urgently  required. 

Action  by  the  CoutcdM  under  the  Housing  Acts  in  respoct  of 
one  house  was  taken,  prohibiting  its  re-occupancy  until  such 
tine  as  extensive  works  of  repair  and  inpro vonent  were  carried 
out  as  requested  by  the  Council, 

These  included  partra.-  reconstruction  of  the  house  on  mere 
modem  lines,  and  the  provision  of  new  drainage  . 


Water  Supp ilyn 

^Bho . general  position  as  regards  water  supply  throughout 
the  district  remains  constant,  no  major  works,  of  improvement 
having  boon  possible. 

Minor  works  of  improvement  have  boon  carried  out  as 

below: - 

(1)  Mel  bridge  Water  - 600  yds.  3»  spun  iron  pipes  fitted  with 
Stanton  Serew-Gi  1 Joints  were  laid  from  the  reservoir  to 
the  main  road  in  order  to  replace  a similar  length  of 
Mannesman  Stool  tubing  which  had  been  a source  of  trouble 
for  some  considerable  time . 

(2)  loon  Croon  Water . Supply  ^ Slaggyford  . A-  sample  of  water 
taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  proving  this  a mply  to 
bo  unfit,  works  of  improvement  wore  commenced  with  a view 
to  safeguarding  the  supply.  These  consisted  primarily  in 
the  building  up  to  a certain  height  above  ground  level  of 
the  existing  spring  collecting  chamber  with,  a view  to 
preventing  the  possibility  of  surface  pollution. 

A.,  subsequent  analysis,  proved  this,  supnly  to  be  fit  for 
dome  sti c purpo  se  s . 

( 3)  Kell  ah  and  U.Lpham  Wells  . Adverse  reports  having  been 
received  :*  P regard' to  samples  of  water  taken  from  these 
public  wells,  steps  were  taken  by  the  Council  to  improve 
the  position.  Kellah.  Well  - Partial  reconstruction  of  this 
well  was  undertaken  and  the  well  cleaned  out. 

U Ip  ham  Well  - After  emptying  and  cleaning  an  alteration  to 


wc 


was  effected  by  connecting  a 


the  means  of  drawing  wat< 

length  of  gal.  water  pipe  with  the  well,  terminating  in 
a bib-tan.  This  arrangement  was  rendered  possible  by  the 
lie  of  the  ground  and  marked  a distinct  improvement  on  the 
previously  existing  arrangement . 

Both  those  sources  of  supply  were  proved  to  be  safe  on 
taking  farther  samples  for  analysis „ 
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(Cowhouse,  Redburn,  Bardon  Mill  and  G-i Island  Areas . 

.The  position  in  regard  to  water  supply  to  the  above  areas 
remains  essentially  the  same,  and  will  continue  to  he 
unsatisfactory  until  such  time  as  it  is  possible  to 
carry  out  the  major  water  supply  scheme  so  strongly 
advocated  by  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr.  J .M.G-lasse  . 

Ho  acute  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during 
the  past  year  in  any  part  of  the  Rural  area.  This  is 
explainable  cn  two  .-'.counts  (1)  the  unusual  and  heavy 
rainfall' which  persisted  throughout  the  Summer  , and 
(2)  the  scarcity  of  military  personnel  billeted  in  the 
area.  A farther  contributing  factor  towards  the  conserving 
of  the  Council's  water  supply,  more  especially  in  the 
Bardon  Mill  area,,  has  been  the  fixing  of  water  meters 
on  farms  supplied  in  that  area. 

Suggested  Auxiliary  Water  Supply,  Bardon  Mill. 

The  possibility  of  combined  action  between  the  Military 
Authorities  and  this  Council  were  taken  into  consideration 
during  the  past  year  in  order  to  discover  whether  some 
common  basis  of  agreement  could  be  reached  on  the  suggestion 
put  forward  to  utilise  a constant  volume  of  water  which  was 
(and  is)  running  to  waste  from  a borehole  sunk  some  years 
ago  in  the  tracing  of  coal  and  situated  near  Bardon  Mill 
E.H.S .R. Station,  the  said  water  to  be  pumped  from  this 
borehole  into  the  existing  Bardon  Mill  mains,  or  alt amat- 
ively direst  to  the  adjacent  military  huttc-d  camp  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  much  adverse  comment  by  this  Council. 

The  putting  into  effect  of  this  scheme  would,  it  was 
suggested,  be  to  the  advantage  of  both  the  resident 
population  and  the  military. 

A-  pumping  test  extending  over  a period  of  14  days  was 
accordingly  put  in  hand  by  the  military,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  taking  daily  checks  of  the  pump  delivery  on 
be  ha.  If.  of  the  Council.  The  result  of  the  tests  were  as 
f 0 Hows : - 

Test  period  - 7th  January- 21st  January,  1945. 

Av.  daily  delivery  - 43,200  g.p.day. 

Depth  of  pump  - 124’  9" 

A.  check  gauging  was  ail  so  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
the  volume  of  water  being  pumped  from.- the  Henshaw  Drift, 
ad  j a.  cent  with  a view  to  comparing  the  known  discharge  from, 
the  Drift  with  that  during  the  pumping  test  ( clove)  . 

This  figure  was  found  to  remain  constant  at  43,200  g.p.day. 
Samples  of  water  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis 
wore  taken  from  both  the  borehole  and  Drift. 

These  proved  the  water  from  the  borehole  to  be  satisfactory 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  that  from  the  Drift  to  bo 
urns  at  i s f act  0 r y , 

After  due  consideration  by  the  Council,  it  was  decided  that 
in  view  of  the  possible  extension  of  the  Renshaw  Drift  and 
the  possibility  of  the  diminution  of  the  subsoil  water  by 
pumping  operations  at  this  Drift,  that  the  Council  decline 
to  enter  into  any  agreement  with  the  military  authorities 
in  this  connection. 
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Proposed  extension  of  water  supply  from  the  Haltwhistlo  Rural 

District  into  the  Border  Rural  District,  A request  was  received 

from  the  above,  authority  suggesting  the  extension  of  the 
Thirl  wall  supply  into  the  area  of  the  Border  R.D.G.  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  certain  properties  at  present  insuff icnent- 
ly  supplied,  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water. 

After  consideration  and  a meeting  with  officials  and  Members 
of  the  Border  R.D.G.  Public  Health  Committee  it  was  decided 
that  no  assistance,  could  bo  given  the  above  authority  in  view 
of  the  position  in  regard  to  water  supply  in  the  parish  of 
Thirlwall,  this  matter  to  be  further  examined  when  the 
Haltwhistlo  R.De'C*  are  in  a position  to  proceed  with  their 
major  water  scheme. 

Sewerage  and  drainage  . 

Ho  works  of  major  improvement  or  sewer  extensions  have  been 
carried  out  during-  the  past  year.  One  section  of  sewer 
draining  eighteen  houses  and  situated  at  Moor  View,  M_el bridge, 
whioh  has  been  a source  of  recurring  trouble  over  a period  of 
ye  arc  has  boon  satisfactorily  cleaned.  The  clearing  of  this 
particular  section,  of  sewer  was  rendered  doubly  difficult 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  owners,  of  a small  colliery  adjacent 
had  boon  permitted  to  tip  stone  and  pit  slag  on  top  of  the  sewer, 
with  the  ultimate,  result  that  the  sower  was  chokod  at  a point 
whore  a manhole  consisting  of  a number  of  boiler  tubes  sot  on 
top  of  each  other  and  set  in  the  heap  wore  situated.  This 
manhole  was  also  full  of  debris,  and  doomed  to  be  unsafe  owing 
to  movement.  These  conditions  were,  reported  to  the  Council  iy 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  latter  suggesting  the  employment  of 
a mechanical  excavator  or  shovel  to  remove  part  of  the  tip  and 
a section,  of  the  boiler  tubes.  This  suggestion  was  adopted  and 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  the  tip  removed.  A further  fifteen  feet 
of  boiler  tubing  together  with  a.  small  brick  chamber  at  the  foot 
of  the  tubing  was  also  cleared  of  debris  and  the  sewer  freed. 

This  opportunity  was  also  taken  to  empty  and  clean  out  tho 
detritus  tank  and  cesspool  situated  immediately  above  tho  point 
where  the  sewer  enters  the  pit  heap. 

Hoto:~  It  is  to  be  noted  that  a specification  of  work  nocossary 
together  with  plans  and  s.eetiona  providing,  for  the  ro draining  of 
this  block  of  prpporuy  in  tho  opposite,  direction  so  as  to  miss 
tho  pit  heap  vi  re  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  but  with- 
held on  the  score  of  expense. 

Statutory  Hot  ices,  requiring  tho  conversion  to  tho  water  carriage 
system  of  existing  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  partial 
re-dralnage  of  two  terraces  situated  at  the  Townfoot,  Haft  whistle , 
have  been  served  during  the  past.  year. 

Hanes  of  properties  involved  - (1)  Shepherds  Terraco,  and 
(2)  Oakwell  Terrace  . 

This  work  included  (1)  the.  relaying  of  approximately  50$  of  the 
main  drainage  system  of  this  terrace  and  the  conversion  of  26 
privy  ashpits  and  (2)  the  entire  rodraining  of  Oakwell  Terrace 
(8  houses)  with  tho  provision  of  the  necessary  sanitary 
accommodat  io  n . 

Instructions  have  been  given  by  the  owners  to  local  Contractors 
for  tho  work  to  proceed  in.  the  case,  of  Shepherds  Torraco,  and 
work  in  concoction  with  Oakwell  Terrace  was  put  in  hand,  but 
owing  to  enoouatering  rock  has  been  temporarily  stopped.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  completed  at  an  early  date. 
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Offensive  Open  ditch.  Statutory  Notice  requiring  the 
o 1 e an  sing/p ip ing  in  of  an  open  ditch  in  the  village  of 
Bard  on  Mill  was  served  upon  the  owner  of  the  land,  S,±r  Hugh 
Blackett,  and  this  ditch,  approx,  fifty  yards  in  length  was 
subsequently  piped  in  (12"  pipes)  . 

Scavenging  aid  Public  Cleansing.  The  general  system  as 
regards  refuse  collection  remains  essentially  the  same  as 
in  1942 , organised  refuse  removal  being  undertaken  by  the 
Council  in  the  parish  of  Haltwhistlo  only. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  50%  of  the  population  of  the 
Rural  District  reside  within  the  parish  of  Haltwhistlo . 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  requiring  the  provision  (by 
Notice)  of  ashbins  in  lieu  of  ashpits  continues. 

Out  of  a total  of  200  "B.S.S."  bins  purchased  from.  Messrs. 
Butterfield  in  April,  1942,  these  were  all  disposed  of  by 


1943  as  below:-  No . 

1942.  (The  public  as  result  of  Notices  served  50 

(Greencroft  Housing  Estate  (H.R.D.C.)  44 

19  -To  Public  do  98 

G-reencroft  Estate  8 


No  .of  notices  served  - 94  . 200 


A further  number  of  75  "Challenge"  bins  have  been  obtained 
from  the  above  form  (29th  December,  1943)  , part  for 
replacement  and  part  for  public,  issue. 

Haltwhistlo  Refuse  Tip . Rat  disinfestation.  By  arrangement 
with  the  War  Agricultural  Oemmittee,  a drive  against  refs  on 
the  above  tip  weoS  undertaken  during  March  1943.  This  pro-ved 
entirely  successful  and  the  further  assistance  of  the 
War  Agrictural  Committee  will  be  requested  during  the 
coming  year.  In  addition  to  the  above  gassing  of  rats  on 
the  above  tip  by  "Cyanogas"  is  periodically  undertaken  by 
Council  employees. 

Slaughter  Houses. ' Centralized  slaughtering  for  the  two 
districts  of  Halt whistle  and  Alston  continues  to  be  carried 
out  at  Portobello  Slaughter  House,  Haltwhistlo.  This  system 
which  has  now  been  in  operation  in  this  area,  since  January 
1941  remains  satisfactory  and  makes  a hij  improvement  upon 
conditio  ns  p re  vi ous ly  oxi st ing  . 


Food  Inspection. 


Unsound  Food. 

St  one  s , Surr  end  e red . 

Seized . 

legal  Proceed 

Beef  (Homo  killed) 

281. 

*VV}  c< 

_Loo 

Nil 

Nil 

'•  (Imp  orbed) 

Mutton  (Homo  killed)  30 

n 

it 

n 

" (Imported) 

— 

- 

Pork 

11  lbs. 

H 

ii 

n 

Fish 

Nil. 

n 

St 

St 

Bacon 

15  st . 

it 

ii 

If 

Butter 

4 lbs  . 

ii 

tt 

II 

Tinned  Fo 

cds . 

Destroyed  as  unfit 

for  human 

co  nsumpt  ion:- 

Total  woi 

ght  - 1049 

lbs  . 
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Prevalence  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Ho.  of  cases  notified  during  1943  - 
Diphtheria  - 3 . 

Scarlet  Fever  - 6. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 1926. 

A considerable  amount  of  inspection  work  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  was  carried  out  during  1943,  as  a result 
of  which  works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  at  the  following 


places 

Birch  Trees  Farm,  Goanwood  Hew  cooler  house. 


Henshaw  Farm,  Bar don  Mill  

Townfoot  Farm,-  Halt  whistle  

East  Steel  Farm,  Ridley  

Seatsidos  Farm,  Henshaw  

Bumhous o . Farm , Go  anwo  o d 

Cranberry  Brow,  Henshaw  

Other  farms  where  work  was  'unavoidably 
approach  of  Winter  were :- 

P lonnol le r Farm , P lonnc 1 1c r 


do 

Remodelling  interior  of 
byre . 

do 

do 

do 

do  (now  floors)  . 
held  over  owing  to  the 


Hal Ip  c at mo  s s , Mol krid go 
East  Unthank  Farm,  PI  came  Her 

Arising  out  applications  made  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  made  inspections  at  the  following  farms 
when  the  question  of  the  proposed  production  of  accredited/! .T . 


milk  was  discussed:- 


Gaervoran  Farm  . . . . Blonkinsopp 

Bam  House  Farm  . . . . Thirlwall 

Shawfield  Farm  . . . . do 

As.  certain  works  of  improvement  wore  necessary  in  each  of  the 
above  cases,  no  certificate  has  been  yet  issued  in  those  cases 
(31st  December,  1943)  . 


Humber  of  Farms  registered  in.  area:-  171 

Wholesale 73 

Retail  49 

Wholesale  end  Retail 48 
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